
Lancaster Monthly Meeting    
Report on the State of the Meeting in 2016 

 
Friends gathered on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2017, to discuss the state of our Monthly Meeting. Que-
ries included a consideration of the condition of our Meeting in terms of its spiritual life, the 
strength of our community and our commitment to the Testimonies.  Friends were also asked 
about the challenges of 2016 and how we grew through them, as well as their hopes for the 
coming year.  About 25 Friends attended. 
 
     We have a rich, vital, active, engaged community of supportive Friends who live out Quaker 
Testimonies both individually and collectively.  We have gifted people engaged in a wide variety 
of tasks both within and beyond the Meeting, and their faithfulness to Spirit, to our beloved com-
munity, and to the betterment of the world is strikingly evident.  We have much to celebrate 
here, much to be grateful for, yet important challenges to work through together as we grow in 
Spirit and in Love. 
      Lancaster Monthly Meeting has an active and engaged membership, which is strong on 
building community as well as on bringing Quaker values into our daily lives.  We do graced 
work both inside and  outside the Meeting in regard to the Testimonies.  The Testimony of 
equality is evidenced by  such things as the Healing Racism Group’s work, the displays of the 
prison cell, and our work with returning citizens.  The Peace Testimony is most clearly evi-
denced by the Lancaster peace vigil and the exemplary peace and outreach work done in Pal-
estine, Israel, Guatemala, and Vietnam.  
    The integrity of our members is  evident. There is a high level of trust, sharing, and under-
standing. We strive to have open minds and hearts and listen well when there are disagree-
ments.  This trust, as well as our strong sense of community, are enhanced as we engage in the 
work of our many committees and in our diverse Friendly 8’s groups.  Community is also built 
through our monthly cooperative meals, snack time, and shared projects and activities. 
   We are grateful for our size and diversity which enables meaningful discussions in our groups, 
such as Adult First Day School and Forums. We have a vital First Day School, facilitated by 
committed and gifted teachers. The children are active and warmly cared for.  Camp FoxTales 
is an excellent example of nurturing and outreach work. 
   Our spiritual life and our commitment to living out our values are a central focus. The Queries 
are being examined well, and we strive to follow what the Queries are asking of us. Our retreat 
at Mariawald and the workshop on healing with John Calvi were spiritual highlights of the year 
for many. We would like to have more of these types of events. 
   We have a core of gifted committee conveners and clerks as well. The clerk noted that he ex-
periences an enormous amount of support in his work. 
   One of the challenges of the past year was the issue of air conditioning in the worship room. 
We worked through it with sensitivity to individual needs and reached unity in accordance with 
the Testimony of equality.  Our clerk was particularly mindful.  Other challenges included the 
need for microphones and physical plant issues involving transitions in personnel. The latter is 
being handled with special attention to pastoral concerns, but still needs resolution. 
   We have other ongoing challenges.  Our income from donations has decreased over the last 
two years. More volunteers are needed to do the work in the garden, kitchen and on work days. 
We seem to have lower attendance at our meetings for worship, and our population is aging 
(gracefully, of course).  We would like encourage more young people to get involved in the 
meeting community. We would especially like to include more families with young children and 
provide them with strong support. 
   We have many hopes for the future. We would like to have more opportunities to nurture the 
mystical and spiritual parts of our lives.  Living within our budget is a concern with hopes that it 



will improve, so we can continue to support the wider world of Quaker activities, such as FCNL, 
AFSC, FWCC, etc. We would also like more opportunities to support individual leadings. 
   We want to be more intentional about welcoming visitors and integrating and supporting their 
gifts in our community. We would like to reach out to more seekers through our web presence 
and inquirers’ events. 
      With the strength, commitment and faithfulness of these Friends, we are hopeful that our 
challenges will be met. It is key that we stay grounded in the Spirit, remembering that Spirit is 
the core of our action both within the Meeting and in the world. Commitment to living, worship-
ping and acting In the Light will open the way. 
 
    
 
Lancaster Monthly Meeting Membership Statistics for 2016 
  
We began the year 2016 with 157 members and ended with 158 
members. 
We had 1 transfer from another monthly meeting, Wade Wright; 2 
new members by application, Gerald Bruce and Mark Temons; 
and 2 resignations, Robert Weinstock-Collins and David Lahr. 
We currently have 147 adult members and 11 members under 
age 21. 


